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‘Speaking truth in love,” one might say — and urging Job to repent.
Job resists, but he does seem to adopt some of their argument —
In fact, he decides he wants to try his case in God’s court of law —
Because he understands God as a God of justice,
So surely God will understand that Job’s suffering is unjust.
His friends respond that Job’s insistence on his own goodness \
Is an affront to God — who does Job think he is, anyway?

When God finally agrees to hear Job’s case,

Job pours out a seemingly endless flood to proclaim his own goodness
And protest what God has allowed to happen to him.
It’s just not fair, God!
In the story, God listens patiently,
And then responds by giving Job a glimpse of the immensity of who God is —
God asks Job to consider the might of the world God has created:
“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?”
God asks if Job created the sea or light or snow or rain or clouds,
Whether Job can make animals give birth
Or teach a hawk to soar or an eagle to make a nest.
God asks Job is he is the one who created
The mountains and earth that yield food,
The strength of the oxen and wild beasts,
The power of the rivers and the seas.
God describes in terrifying detail a sea monster, Leviathan,
What some have described as ‘God’s pet dragon’,
Crashing and thrashing across the waters,
Flames bursting from its nostrils,
Its strength beyond the grasp of any human attack.
In short, God paints a vivid picture of creation that dwarfs the scope of one single person.
In effect, God says, ‘And who are you tell me what to do,
Or to find fault with my creation?”

One imagines there is then silence.
Job still sitting in the ash-heap with his sores and his potsherd —
We’re not sure if the friends are still sitting there with him....
But there is silence.
And then we hear these words:
Job 42:1-6
42Then Job answered the Lord:
2 <] know that you can do all things,
and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted,
3 “Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?”
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand,
things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.
4 “Hear, and I will speak;
I will question you, and you declare to me.”
%1 had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,
but now my eye sees you;
8 therefore I despise myself,
and repent in dust and ashes.’




The next few verses that follow tell us that God then speaks to the Job’s friends as well,
Telling them that they need to ask forgiveness for telling J ob wrong things
About God and making false accusations against Job himself.
And that they should mark their repentance by offering sacrifices and burnt offerings to Job.
They do this, and Job then prays to God for his friends.
Let’s hear the verses that follow:

Job 42:10-17

10 And the Lord restored the fortunes of Job when he had prayed for his friends;
and the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before.

'Then there came to him all his brothers and sisters and all who had known him before,
and they ate bread with him in his house;

they showed him sympathy and comforted him

for all the evil that the Lord had brought upon him;

and each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring.

12The Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning;

and he had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels,

a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand donkeys.

13He also had seven sons and three daughters.

14He named the first Jemimah, the second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch.
151 all the land there were no women so beautiful as Job’s daughters;

and their father gave them an inheritance along with their brothers.

16 A fier this Job lived for one hundred and forty years, and saw his children,
and his children’s children, four generations.
17 4nd Job died, old and full of days.

What we have here is the ultimate Happy Ending!
Good did prevail in the end!

As the saying goes, ‘If it’s not good now, it’s not the end!’

The goodness apparently comes not just after Job’s ‘day in court’ with God —
But when he had recognised his own littleness
And when he prayed for his friends.
And suddenly everything is restored:
Family and friends who had shunned him come back to eat with him,
And they bring gifts to get him back on his feet again.
God blesses Job with unimaginable wealth in terms of flocks and livestock.
God also gives Job new sons and daughters —
Interesting that the daughters are all named —
Quite unusual for the time, because the sons are NOT named!
Some have speculated that this was so that everyone would know
What a good dowry would come to their prospective husbands!
But Job is also seen to be valuing his daughters as much as his sons —
Which did not always happen.
I love the last line: ‘Job died, old and full of days’
Full of blessings of a life well-lived.

It would be convepient to leave it there: to be content that goodness has been rewarded
And blessings have come to those who wait.
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