Prayers with children

A prayer for when a friend is ill
Dear God, (name of friend) is ill.
They are not allowed to go to school or come over to play.
I’'m sad because | miss them.
They must be feeling miserable and lonely as well.
Please be close to them.
Please be with the people who are looking after them.
Please help them to get better and to know that you love them.
Amen.
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A prayer remembering God is with us
Lord God, you are always with me.
You are with me in the day and in the night.
You are with me when I’'m happy and when I'm sad.
You are with me when I'm healthy and when | am ill.

You are with me when | am peaceful and when | am worried.
Today | am feeling (name how you are feeling) because (reasons you
are feeling this way).

Help me to remember that you love me and are with me in everything
today.

Amen.
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April 2020 Isolation Special

Times are very different from normal.

We can’t go to church to worship or to share in other activities.
If we do see friends in person, it’s probably when we're doing
essential shopping, if we're lucky enough not to be isolating,
Or perhaps when we are having our daily ration of exercise.
These prayers are all taken from those on the Methodist and
Church of England websites aimed particularly at our current
situation locally nationally and globally.

| will be putting out further issues during our lockdown but
please remember that many are not at home but working in
some cases very long hours to keep the rest of us safe and
provided for.

For hospital staff and medical researchers

Gracious God,

give skill, sympathy and resilience

to all who are caring for the sick,

and your wisdom to those searching for a cure.
Strengthen them with your Spirit,

that through their work many will be restored to health;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



If we are ill, strengthen us.

If we are tired, fortify our spirits.

If we are anxious, help us to consider the lillies of the field and the
birds of the air.

Help us not to stockpile treasures from supermarkets in the barns of
our larders.

Don't let fear cause us to overlook the needs of others more
vulnerable than ourselves.

Fix our eyes on your story and our hearts on your grace.

Help us always to hold fast to the good,

See the good in others,

And remember there is just one world, one hope,

One everlasting love, with baskets of bread for everyone.

In Jesus we make our prayer,

The one who suffered, died and was raised to new life,

In whom we trust these days and all days. Amen

For the Christian community

We are not people of fear:

we are people of courage.

We are not people who protect our own safety:
we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety.
We are not people of greed:

we are people of generosity.

We are your people God,

giving and loving,

wherever we are,

whatever it costs

For as long as it takes

wherever you call us.

Both fromBarbara Glasson,
President of the Methodist Conferenc

An intercessory prayer

You call us to speak to you in prayer— even when the places we
would usually go to are not available.

Help us to know you Spirit’s presence wherever we pray.

Today we especially pray for those who are living in fear — give
them your strength.

For those who have not yet realised the urgency of the situation
— protect them, and all of us from harm.

Today | especially want to pray for .......

In the name of Jesus. Amen

God of all hope we call on you today.

We pray for those who are living in fear:

Fear of illness, fear for loved ones, fear of other’s reactions to
them.

May your Spirit give us a sense of calmness and peace.

We pray for your church in this time of uncertainty.

For those people who are worried about attending worship.

For those needing to make decisions in order to care for other
For those who will feel more isolated by not being able to attend.
Grant us your wisdom.

Holy God, we remember that you have promised that

Nothing will separate us from your love — demonstrated to us in
Jesus Christ.

Help us turn our eyes, hearts and minds to you.

Amen God,



